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United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE'SERVICE 
1875 Ccnrury Boulevard 
Atlanta, Georgia 30345 

In Reply Refer To: 
F\VSR4/ES 

Mr. Kemerh Haddad 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commissio~l 
620 Sourh Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 33,399-1 600 

The Fish and Wildlife Scrvice is preparing to initiare development of an Environmental 
Assessment @A) for the Florida Panther Rosponsc Plan. As the lead agency for &is  projsc~, ivl' . , - - . - 

are seeking your cooperation based on both yourjwisdiction by law and special expertist on 
Florida panther en\:irunmenral issues that should be addressed in the EA. 

We are inviting the Florida Fish and Wildlift. Conservation Commission ro bz a " Cooperaring 
Agency" in rhis project as defined by Ihe Council on EovlTonmt'ntal Qrraliry's (CEQ) Regularions 
for Xmplemen-ring rhc National Envi~onmenral Policy Act (NEPA), section 1508.5, -We expect 
Cooperaring Agencies ro participate in draAing the enviro~n~ental documtnt, ideintifiing Florida 
pamhzr environmental issues, and assisting in the dtvelopment oi the EA purpose and need 
starzmenr. if you decide to act as a Cooperating Agency for rhe EA, we hope you will cornrnir 
personnel adequa~c to develop pertinent infomation and ro praparc environmentfil ana1,'scs 
based on your expznise and area of jurisdiction, with direction i'rom  he Service, 

The Service focuses the cfforrs of Cooperating Agencies on tcpics for which &c agency has 
5xpzrtisc and appropriate data or jnformarion. For example, it ~xould be beneficial ro our  projzcr 
if n-c could requssr rhe assis~ance of Mr.  Darrt!l Land, lezd for south Florida panther research. 
His many yzarr ofpardher cxptriencr and research, as well as his invulvemcnt in the 
development of Florida Panthtr Responsc Plan, would constitate exceptional value addzd to 
us in this projtct. Whoolevcr you propose, we .will usc their ssyzrtise and silggtstions to -rhe 
exlznr possiblz, consistent with our responsibility as lead agency. 

If your agency is not inclined, or does not have the resources to  act in a Coopcraring Agency 
srarus, bur would l ike to be inl-oivccl in rhc &A process, a potrmial role may bi: afforded ro your 
agtncy as "revic~vcr" of the preliminary draft EA. We mco-uage you to  consider -rhe unique role 
of a Cooperatins A ~ t n c y  in this project: and dotzrmine which role(s), if any, is mosr appropnart: 
for your put-poses. 




